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enlighten our community on the agenda of
spiritual wisdom and good government based
on our God-given conscience and responsi-
bility toward others.

It is indeed fitting for those of us who sub-
scribe to the Judaeo-Christian Faith to pause
and reflect on the important role that Rev. Dr.
Horton plays in the day-to-day affairs of his
congregation. I want to acknowledge the tre-
mendous work he is doing in constantly guid-
ing not only the members of the Greater New
Bethel Baptist Church, but also our community
at large. He has truly exemplified the example
of Christ as the Good Shepherd, and is wisely
leading his flock of believers to the demands
of Faith and to the works of Charity, sharing
with them the words of God’s wisdom and sal-
vation emanating from the Gospel.

His consecration and vigilance over the spir-
itual growth and socio-moral well-being of his
congregation have impacted the lives of count-
less people, propelling him into one of our
state’s charismatic preachers. Accordingly, my
constituents in the 17th Congressional Dis-
trict’s northern sector are the fortunate bene-
ficiaries of Rev. Horton’s teachings and min-
istry, especially in his advocacy to reach out
both by way of word and example our uncon-
ditional love and commitment to the children,
the elderly, the poor, the disenfranchised and
the less fortunate among us. We have learned
from him the centrality of God in our daily
lives, conscious of the fact that the mandate of
our Faith and the obligation of our citizenship
must characterize our service to those who
could least fend for themselves.

His countless awards aptly described him as
a forceful, courageous and visionary leader
not only of the religious community, but also
our society at large, firmly compelled by the
fact that the Greater New Bethel Baptist
Church in Miami is indeed part of a larger net-
work of institutions that serve as the voice and
conscience of our community. Rev. Dr. Horton
is fully living up to his vocation as a pastor par
excellence. His standards for learning, caring
and achieving, especially among the youth,
have won for him the accolades of our com-
munity. Public and private agencies, along
with countless organizations, have oftentimes
cited him for his resolute consecration to the
Truth of the Gospel, along with his uncompro-
mising stance on justice and equal opportunity
for all.

Moreover, his crusades in teaching our
youth have become legendary. He has gained
the utmost confidence of parents, teachers
and countless others from diverse professions
who see in him as a no-nonsense motivator.
They are wont to entrust him with the future of
their children and families, genuinely confident
that they will learn from him the tenets of per-
sonal excellence, buoyed up by an uncompro-
mising commitment to hard work and dis-
cipline.

Our community is deeply touched and com-
forted by his undaunted leadership, compas-
sion and personal warmth. As head of one of
the largest Baptist Churches in Florida, Rev.
Dr. Horton preaches and lives by the adage
that the grace of God’s Providence and the
quest for His Justice must buttress our com-
mon quest for personal integrity and profes-
sional achievement in the service of others. As
a man of God and as an indomitable leader in
our community, he has rightfully earned our
deepest respect and genuine admiration.

This is the great legacy the Rev. Dr. G.
David Horton is unselfishly sharing with us on

the occasion of his 20th Pastoral Anniversary.
I am privileged indeed to be blessed with his
friendship and confidence. And I am deeply
grateful that he continues to teach us to live
by his noble ethic of always loving God and
serving our fellow men.
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Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I stand today
to protest tonight’s reception honoring two offi-
cials of the Castro regime, which makes a
statement to Cuban dictator Fidel Castro and
the world that the United States considers a
Communist dictator to be a good trading part-
ner.

I am troubled by the fact that tonight two of
Castro’s officials will be hosted at a Capitol
Hill event for the first time in 40 years. Maria
de la Luz B’Hammel and Igor Montero Brito
should not have been granted visas to visit the
United States, and they should not be wel-
comed as spokespeople for the opening up of
trade between the United States and Cuba.

It is important that we remain vigilant in
bringing to light the continuing deplorable be-
havior of Castro and his regime. Castro uses
food as a weapon, cutting off the rations of
those who speak out against his destructive
and oppressive policies. He has destroyed his
own country, and trade with him will not only
be an affront to American ideals of human
rights and freedom, but will also be disastrous
for our economy.

There are those who look upon trade with
the Castro regime as a panacea for the prob-
lems of our agriculture industry. In reality,
trade with Castro will actually open up our
markets to cheap products made with cheap
labor in Cuba. Castro’s agricultural products
will be inexpensive because they will be made
by overworked and underpaid workers in a
country with no labor rights. His products may
harm the environment, as they will be pro-
duced by a government without a system of
checks and balances over environmental poli-
cies. And they will be dumped on the U.S.
market, because Castro has never possessed
nor does he now possess the ability to co-
operate meaningfully with other nations.

Trade with Cuba will eventually be possible,
but never under this tyrannical regime. To
suggest otherwise, as tonight’s reception
does, is to forget our commitment to the ideals
of freedom and democracy—ideals that Castro
does not and will never share.
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Ms. ROYBAL–ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, today,
I, along with my colleague Congresswoman JO
ANN EMERSON, am introducing the Folic Acid
Promotion and Birth Defects Prevention Act of

1999. This bipartisan bill, with 102 Democratic
and Republican original cosponsors, is being
introduced in the Senate by Senators ABRA-
HAM, KOHL and BOND.

The Folic Acid Promotion and Birth Defects
Prevention Act of 1999 will provide for a na-
tional folic acid education program to prevent
birth defects.

Each year an estimated 2,500 babies are
born in the United States with serious birth de-
fects of the brain and spine, called neural tube
defects. These neural tube defects cause crip-
pling lifelong physical disabilities and at times,
even death.

However, up to 70% of neural tube birth de-
fects could be prevented if women of child-
bearing age consumed 400 micrograms of
folic acid daily. That means women need to
eat a healthy diet and take a daily multi-
vitamin. It’s that simple.

Women need to be taking folic acid before
and during their first trimester of pregnancy
because these neural tube defects occur very
early in pregnancy, before most women know
that they are pregnant and because roughly
50% of all pregnancies in the U.S. are un-
planned.

The problem is that the majority of women
are not aware of the benefits of folic acid. A
1997 March of Dimes national survey found
that only 30% of women take a multivitamin
with folic acid before pregnancy. There is an
urgent need to teach women about the impor-
tance of increasing their consumption of folic
acid by taking a daily vitamin pill, eating more
fortified cereal grain products and eating food
naturally rich in folic acid.

Nationwide, Hispanic women have the high-
est rates of neural tube defects. In fact, in my
home state of California, Hispanic mothers
have the highest number of cases of neural
tube defects than any other racial group and
Mexican-born mothers have twice the risk of
having babies with neural tube defects com-
pared to U.S.-born mothers.

The Folic Acid Promotion and Birth Defects
Prevention Act of 1999 will amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for a national
folic acid education program to prevent birth
defects. This bill authorizes the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, in partnership
with states and local public and private enti-
ties, to launch an education and public aware-
ness campaign, conduct research to identify
effective strategies for increasing folic acid
consumption by women of reproductive capac-
ity, and evaluate the effectiveness of these
strategies.

The Folic Acid Promotion and Birth Defects
Prevention Act of 1999 is supported by lead-
ing health organizations, including the March
of Dimes, Association of Women’s Health, Ob-
stetric and Neonatal Nurses, National Associa-
tion of Pediatric Nurse Associates and Practi-
tioners, Council for Responsible Nutrition,
American Association of University Affiliated
Programs for Persons with Developmental
Disabilities, American College of Obstetricians
and Gynecologists, American College of
Nurse-Midwives, American Public Health As-
sociation, Council of Women’s and Infants’
Specialty Hospitals, Easter Seals, National As-
sociation of County and City Health Officials,
National Women’s Health Network, and the
Spina Bifida Association of America.

I would like to recognize the March of
Dimes, the National Council on Folic Acid and
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